
It beboo\-es thee to hasten to the Light and to the Beanls of the 
Father ; 

From whence was sent to thee it do111 clothed with much &Tilid. 
These t t l i n ~ s  the Father conceive(1, and so the Mi~artctl was ituil~latcd ; 
For tlie paternal mind sowed syml~ols in Souls ; 
R~?pleilishing the Soul with profound Love. 
For the Father of (iods and 111erl placecl thc  nlincl in the Soul, 
.incl in the Body he estilblished you.-O,.ncles of Zoro(rsfer. 
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The Thcos(~h/'cnZ Sociely, 0s such, z i  nut responsibZe f o r  ally opzizion or 
decZ(zt-czliutz l i r  this n~czgltzirze, hjl whonzs~eve~ e,xpressed, unless contctined in a n  

ojicicll document. 

\17here any article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is responsible, and for those which are unsigned, the Editor will be 
accountable. 

PART 11. 
[PART I APPEARED I N  JULY, 1888, PATH, p. 116.1 

I t  is now over one pear since I sent in Pdrt I to the Editor of the PATH. 
Since then I have heard that some students expressed a desire to read Part 11, 
forgetting to  observe, perhaps, that the first paper was complete in itself; 
and, i f  studied, with earnest practice to follow, would have led to beneficial 
results. I t  has not been necessary before to write No. I1 ; and to the various 
students who so soon after reading the filst h a ~ , e  asked for the second I 
plainly say that you have been led awa!. because a sequel was indicated and 
you cannot have studied the first ; furttlelmore I much doubt if you will be  
benefited by this any more than by the other. 

Success in the culture of concentration is not for him who sporadically 
attempts it. I t  is a: thing that flows from " a firm position assumed with 
regard to the end in view, and unremittingly kept up." Nineteenth 
Century students are too apt to think that success in occultism can be 
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reached as one attains success in school or college, by reading and learning 
p)-lniec/ zoords. A complete knonrledge of all that was ever written upon 
concentration will confer no power in the practice of that about 1v11ich I 
treat. Mere book l;no\vledge is derided in this school as much as it is by the 
clodhopper ; not that I think book knowledge is to be avoided, but that 
sort of acquisition ~v i t l~out  the concentration is as useless as faith ~vithout 
~vorl;s. It  is called in some place:, I believe, " mere eye-lino\~ledge." 
Such indeed it is ; and such is the sort of cult~ire most respected in these 
degenerate times. 

In starting these papers the true practice was calletl Raj Yoga. I t  dis- 
cards those pli~,sical motions, I,ostnres, ant1 recipes relating solely to tlie 
present persoiiality, and clirccts the stuclent to \.ist:~e a n d  altruism as the 
bases from ~vhich to s t ~ r t .  7'11is is nlorc: ofien rt'jcctt'cl t l l ;~11  accepted. So 
much lias been s ~ ~ i d  clui.in; the 1.xst I So3 \.e.ll.s a!)or~ t I<oiicsucians, 
Egj.ptia11 :lile;>ti, Secset >l.~siers, I< 111 111:111, ;;11c1 1~011~1~'11111 ~ilarical i)c)c jlis. 
that stuclents without a g:rriicle, attrncted t o  these s~~l , iccts ,  abl; for iniosnnati(1n 

and seek in vain for tile entrance to the temple o f  the Ie~xrninl,r the!. csa\.c, 
because they say that virtue's rules are rileat~t for babes and S ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ p - s c i l o ~ l ~ ~ ,  
but not for them. And,  in consequence, we find hundrects of  books in all 
the languag;.s of Europe dealing wi:h rites, ceremonies, itivocaiions, and 
other obscurities that w~l l  leacl to nothing but loss of time and money. But 
few of these authors had ariyttling save " mere eye-knowledge ". "Tis true 
they have sometimes a reputation, but it is only that accorded to an 
ignoramus by those \\rho are rr.ore ignorant. T h e  so-called great man, 
knowing how fatal to reputation it \vould be to tell how really small is his 
practical knowledge, prates about " projections and elementals ", 
" philosopher's stone anti elixir ", but discreetly keeps from his readers the 
paucity of his acquirements and the insecurity of his own mental state. Let 
the seeker kno~v: once for all, that the virtues cannot be discarded nor 
ignored ; they must be made a part of our l~fe, a r ~ d  their philosophical basis 
must be understood. 

But it may be asked, if in the culture of concentration we will succeed 
aione by the practice of virtue. T h e  answer is No, not in this life, but 
perhaps one day in a later life. T h e  life of virtue accumulates much merit ; 
that merit will at some time cause one to be born in a wise famil!, where the 
real practice of concentration may perchance begin ; or it may cause one to  
be born in a family of devotees or those far advanced on the P ~ t h ,  as said in 
Bhagavad-Gita. But such a birth as this, says Krishna, is difficult to obtain ; 
hence the virtues alone will not always lead in short space to our object. 

We must make up  our minds to a life of constant work upon this line. 
T h e  lazy ones or they who asli for pleasure may as well give it up  at the 
threshold and be content with the pleasant paths lnnrlied out for thuse \vho 
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"fear God and honor the King." Immense fields of investigation and 
esperiment h a ~ e  to be traversed ; dangers unthought of and forces unknown 
are to be met ; and all must be overcome, for in this battle ihere is no 
qlctrl-ler oskeri or g-izlen. Great stores of knonrledge must be found and 
scliecl'. 'I'he kingdom of heaven is not to be had for the asking ; it must be 
f tzf icrz 41, violence. And the only may in which we can gain the will and the 
power to thus seize and hold is 11j. acquiring the ~.irtues on the one hand, 
rind minutely ~~nderstanding ourselves on the other. Some day we \\.ill 
begin to see why not one passing tliought may 1)e ignored, ncjt one flitting 
impre.;sion missed. 7'liis ule can perceive is no sirnple tasl;. It is a 
~igarl t ic  work. Did you ever reflect that tlie Illere passing sight of a 
l~icture, or a single word instantlj- lost in the r a s l ~  of the n.orIc1, nlay be 
basis for a dream that will poison the night and r e x t  upon the brain nest 
day. Each one must be esamined. If you have not noticed it, the11 when 
you awake nest clny you Iinve to go back in memory over every word and 
circumstance of the pre~ei l ing (lay, seeking, lilie the astronomer t11rc)ngh 
space, 1;)1. ttic loyt one. A I I ~ ,  siniil,~rl;\., ~yitilout such a special 1easul1, !.ou 
muyt learn to l)e a l~ l e  t o  go tlir~s b C t ~ l i ~ a r d  into your days so as to go over 
c~zr-efull!- acd in dvtai! all tliat haj,~,t.ncd, all tiiat yc-)ii permitted to pass 
tilrougti the brcxin. Is 111;s an easy matter ? 

B u t  let 11s for a moment return to tlie sham adepts, the reputed 3Ias- 
ters, \r.hetlier they were ~veli-illtentioned or the reyerse. Take Kliphas L61.i 
~ v h o  wrote so many good things, and \vliose boolis contain such masses of 
mysterious hints. Out  of his own mouth he convicts hiniself. IVith great 
s h o ~ v  he tells of the raising of the shade of Apollonius. Weeks beforetland 
all sorts of prepal.ations had to be made, and on the momentous night absurd 
necromantic performances were gone through. What was the result ? TVhy 
only that the so-called shade appeared for a few moments, and LEvi says 
they never attempted it again. Any good medium of these days could call 
u p  the shade of Apollonius without preparation, and if Lkvi were an Adept 
he could have seen the dead quite as easily as he turned to his picture in a 
book. By these sporadic attempts and outside preparations, nothing is 
really gained but harm to those who thus indulge. And the foolish dabbling 
by American theosophists with practices of the Yogis of India that are not 
one-eighth understood and \vhich in themselves are inadequate, will lead to 
much worse results than the apochryphal attempt recorded by Eliphas L6c.i. 

As we have to deal with the Western mind now ours, all unused as it 
WC, we is to these things and over-burdened with false training and falser lo,' 

n l u s ~  begin where we are, \ire must examine our present possessions and 
grow to l in01~ our own present powers and mental machinery. This done, 
we map proceed to see ourselves in the nray that shall bring about the best 
result. R ~ ~ ~ A T ~ R T H A .  
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AND 
Considering how little is known of the sun of this system, it is not to  

be wondered at that still more is this the case respecting the true sun. 
Science lauglis, of course, at the mystic's "true sun,'' for it sees none other 
than the one shining in the heaven.. This at least they pretend to know, 
for i t  rises and sets each day and can be to some extent observed during 
eclipses or when spots appear on it, and with their usual audacity the 19th 
century astronomers learnedly declare all that they d o  not lino\v about the 
mighty orb, ~elegating the ancient ideas on the subj.ct to the limbo of 
superstitious nonsense. I t  is not to the 111odern schools that I nvould go 
for information on this subject, becau\e i n  rn? opinion, however presump- 
tuous it may seem, they ~eall!. l;no\v but little about either I Ioon or Sun. 

A dispute is s:ill going on as to whether the sun I /~I .OZCIS  ozli he'(7f.l 011 

one hand it is asserted that he does ; on the other, that the heat is proriuced b! 
the combination of the forces from the sun wit13 the elen~ents on and around 
this earth. T h e  latter would seem to the mystic to be true. Another 
difference of opinion exists among modern astronomers as to the distance of 
the sun from us, leaving the poor mystic to figure it out as he may. Even 
on the subject of spots on our great luminary, everything nowadays is mere 
conjecture. It  is accepted hypotheticallj--and no more-that there ma)- 
be a connection between those spots and electrical diiturbances here. S o n ~ e  
years ago Nasmyth discovered ' objects (or changes) on the photosphere 
consisting of what he called " c~lillow leaves," rcoo miles long and 300 miles 
broad, that constantly moved and appeared to be in shoals. But nhat  are 
these? No one knows. Science can do no more about informing us than 
any keen sighted ordinary mortal using a fine telescope. And as to whether 
these (' willow leaves" have any connection with the spots or themselves 
have relation to earthly d~sturbances, there is equal silence. To sum it up, 
then, our scientific men know but little about the visible sun. A fen1 things 
they must some day find out, such as other effects from sun spots than 
mere electrical dis tu~ bances ; the real meaning of sun spots ; the meaning of 
the peculiar color of the sun sometirlles observed-guch as that a few >ears 
ago attributed to "cosmic dust ", for the want of a better explanation to veil 
ignorance ; and a few other matters of interest. 

But we say that this sun  they haie  been examining is not the real one, 
nor an!. sun at all, but is only an appe'xrance, a mere reflection to us of paIt 
of the true sun. And, indeed, nre have some support even from modern 

- 

1 Among great scientists ~ u c h  as Newton, Secbchi, Pol~illet, Spaercn, Rosetti, and others, there 
is a difference as to estimated heat of the sun shown b y  their figures, for Pouillet says 1,4G1° 
and Waterston 9,000,000° or a variation of 8,998,600° ! 

2 See Source tiffIeat in the Sun, R. Hunt, F. R. 8. (Pop. Sc. Rev. Vol. IV, p. 148. 
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astronomel-s, for they have begun to admit that our entire solar system is in 
motion arountl some far off undetermined centre which is so powerful that it 
attracts our solar orb and thus draws his entire system with him. But they 
linow not i f  this unlinown centre be a sun. They conjecture that it iq, but 

wi l l  only assert that it is a centre of attraction for us. Now it may be simply 
a larger body, o r  n sironger cenlre of energ)!, than th-: sun, ancl in turn 
qui te  possibly it may be itself revolving about a still more distant and more 
powerful centre. In  this matter the nlodern telescope a n 3  power of calcula- 
tion are quickly baffled, because they very soon arrive at a limit in the starry 
field where, all being apparently stationary because of immense distances, 
there are no  means of arriving at a conclusion. All these distant orbs may 
be  in motion, and therefore it cannot be said where the true centre is. 
Your astronomer will admit that even the constellatior~s in the Zodiac, irn- 
movable during ages past, may in truth be moving, but at such enormous 
and a\vful distances that for us they appear not to move. 

Ill!. ohject, however, is to draw !.our attention to the doctrine that there 
is a true sun of w11ich the vibil~le one i?  a reflection, and  that in this true 
one tlier-e is spiritl~~ll energ!- an(-1 l ~ ~ l p ,  just as our own l~eloved luminar!- cc~n- 
tains t11e 5111-ins of our ~)t~!.sic~ll life arltl rnotion. It is useless now to speculate 
o n  \vliicli of tlle man! stzrs in tile hea\.ens may 1)e tlie real ~1111, for I opine 
it is none i)f them, since, as I said l~eforc, a ph!.>ical centre of attraction for 
this >!stem ma? only be a grade higher than ours, and the servant of a 
centre still farther remc,ved. \\'e must norl; in our several degrees, anti it 
is not in our power to ovesleap one step in the chain that leads to the 
highest. Our  onrn sun is, then, for us the s!.mbol of the true one he re- 
flects, and b!, meditating on '' the most excellent light of the true sun " we 
can gain help in our struggle to assist humanity. Our  physical sun is for 
physic., not metaphysics, while that true one shines down within us. T h e  
orb of day guards and sustains the animal economy; the true sun shines 
into us through its nlediunl within our nature. W e  should then direct our 
thought to that true sun and prepare the ground within for its influence, 
just as we d o  the ground without tor the vivifying rays of the King of Day. 

T t - ~ e  f ~ l l o ~ v i n ;  claesv hzs  \ ) e ~ . i ~  received from H. >I. 13.: 
' *  I n  August PATH Haclji Erinn, in reply to the above question, stated 

that 'tllose ~ v h o  have wealth, and the happy mother seeing all her chiltlren 
respected a n d  virtuous, at-e f~tvorites of Karma '. I and others believe that 
these apparent favors are only punishment or obstacles, and others think 
that the tertns # z ~ ~ ~ i s / I u z ~ i z t  and r e ~ n l - ~ l  should not be used." 
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I cannot agree wit11 this view, nor with the suggestion that punist~ment 
and reward should not be used as terms. I t  is easy to reduce every tt,ing- t o  
a primordial basis when one may say that all is the absolute. But such is 
only the method of those who a f i ~ m  and deny. Tiley say there is n o  evil, 
there is no death ; all is good, all is life. In  this way we are reduced to 
absurdities, inasmuch as we then have no t e ~ m s  to designate very evident 
things and conditions. As well say there is no gold and no iron, because 
both are equally nzaLfe?-. \Vhile we continue to be human beings we must 
use terms that shall express our conscious pzrception of ideas and things; 

It  is therefore quite proper to say that an unhappy or miserably circum- 
stanced person is undergoing punishment, and that the wealthy or happy 
person is having reward. Otherwise there is no  sense in our doctrine. 

T h e  misunderstand~ng shown in the question is clue to inaccurate think- 
ing upon the subject of Karma One  branch of this law deals with the. 
vicissitudes of life, with the differing states of  men. One man has oppor- 
tunity and happiness, another meets only the opposite. IIrhj. is this? It  is 
because each state is the exact result bound to come from his having dis- 
turbed or preserved the harmony of nature. The  person given wealth in this 
life is he w h o  in the preceding incarnation suffered from its absence or had 
been deprived of it unjustly. What are we to call it but reward? If we say 
compensation, we express exactly the same idea. And we cannot get the 
world to adopt verbosity in speech so as to say, "All this is due to that man's 
having preserved the cosmic harmony." 

T h e  point really in the questicner's mind is, in fact, quite different 
from the one expressed ; he has mistalien one for the other ; he is thinking 
of the fact so frequently obtruded before us that the man rvho has the oppor- 
tunity of wealth or power oft misuses it and becomes selfish or tyrannous. 
But this does not alter the conclusion that he is having his reward. Karma 
will take care of hinl ; and i f  he does not use the opportunity for the good 
of his fellows, or if he does evil to them, he mill have punishment upon 
coming back again to exrth. I t  is true enough, as Jesus said, that " i t  is 
difficult for the rich nlan t3  enter heaven," but there are other possessions of 
the man besides wealth that constitute greater obstacles to development, and  
they are punishtnents and may coexist in the life of  one man with the re- 
ward of wealth or the like. I mean the obstruction and l~indrance found in 
stupidity, or natural baseness, or in physical sensual tendencies. These are 
more likelj, to keep him from progress and ultimate salvation than all the 
wealth or good luck that any one person ever enjoyed. 

In  such cases-and they are not a fen.---we see Karmic reward upon 
the outer material plane in the wealth and propitious arrangement of life, 
and on the inner character the punishment of being unable or unfit through 
many defects of mind or nature. This picture can be reversed with equal 
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propriet!.. I doubt i f  the questioner has dt2voted his mind to analyzing the 
subject in this manner. 

Every man, honrever, is endowed with conscience and the power to use 
his life, whatever its fbrm or cilcurnstance, in the proper way, so as to es- 
tract from it all the good for himself and his fellonls t11at his limitations of 
character n.111 permit. I t  is his duty so to do, and as he neglects or obe!.c, 
s o  will be his subsequent pzrnishn~enf or rewttl-ci. 

There may also be another sort of \vealtll than mere gold, another sort 
of power than position in politics or societj-. 'I'he powerful, wide, all- 
embracing, rapidly-acting brain stored with kno\vledge i i  a vast possession 
which one man may enjoy. H e  can use it properly or improperiy. I t  may 
lead him to excesses, to vileness, to the very opposite of all that is good. 
It is his reward for a long past life of stupidity followed by others of noble 
deeds and thoughts. What will the questioner d o  with this? The  possessor 
thus given a reward may misuse it so as to turn it, next time he is born, 
into a sou'rce of puni>h nent. We are thus continually fitting our arrows to 
the bow, drawing them ba:li hard to the ear, and shooting them forth from 
us. When n7e enter the field of earth-life again, they ~vill s u r c l ~  strilie us 
or our enemies of human shape or the circumstances which otherwise would 
hurt us. I t  is not the arrow or the bow that counts, but the motive and the 
thought with which the missile is shot. HADJI ERISS. 

FURTHER NOTES ON LETTER S I V .  

In further illustration of this letter, I might cite tile case of a friend of 
mine who was at once fired with 'Theosol,hj. on firs! hearing of it and ar- 
dently desired to become a chela. Certainly he had Iino\vn these truth, in 
other lives, for all seemed familiar to him, and, though he was wliat is called 
" a man of the world," he accepted the philosophy, measured some of its 
possibilities intuitively, and, while careful to d o  his duty and cause no jar;, 
he ranged his life, especially his inner life, to suit these views. Ttie ques- 
tion ofchelaship assumed great prominence in his mind. He knew of no 
chelas ; knew not where to knock or whom to ask. Reflection convinceil 
him that real chelaship consisted in the inner attitude of'the postulant ; lie 
remembered magnetic and energic laws, and he said to himself that he 
could at will constitute himself a chela to the Law, at  least so far as his on11 
attitude went, and if this did not satisf) him, it was a proof that he desired 
some personal reward, satisfaction, or po\vers in the matter, and that his 
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motive was not pure. H e  was slow to formulate his desires, even tc) his 
own mind, for he would not lightly make demands upon the law ; but he at 
last determined to put hisown motives to the test ; to try himself and see i f  
he could stand in the attitude of a faithful chela, unrecognized and appar- 
ently unheard, H e  then recorded in  his own mind an obligation to serve 
Truth and the Law as a chela should, always seeking for light and for 
further aid if poss~ble, recognizing meanwhile that the obligation was on his 
side only, and that he had no  claims on Masters, and only such as he him- 
self could by the strength of his own purpose institute upon the Law. 
Wherever he could hear of chelas and their duties he listened or read ; he 
tried to imagine himself in the position of an accepted chela, and to fill, so 
far as in him lay, the duties of that place, living u p  to all the light he had. 
For he held that a disciple should always think and act towards the highest 
possibilities, whether or not he had yet attained these, and not merely coR- 
fine himself to that coulse of action wl-~ich might 1)e considered suited to his 
lower class or spiritual estate. H e  believed that the heart is the creator of 
all real ties, and it alone. 'To raise himself by himself 1vas then liis t'1~1i. 
This attitude he resolved to maintain life after life, if needs were, until at 
last his birthright should be assured, his claim recognized by the Law. 

H e  met with trials, with coldness from those who felt rather than saw 
his changed attitude ; he met with all the nameless shocks that others meet 
when they turn against the ~vhi~ lpool  of existence and try to find their way 
back into the true currents of life. Great sorrows and loneliness were not 
slow to'challenge his indomitable will. l3ut he found work to d o  ; and in 
this he was most fortunate, for to work for others is the disciple's joy, his 
share in the Divine life, his first accolade by which he may know that 
his service is accepted. This man had called upon the Law in faith supreme, 
and he was answered. Karma sent him a friend, and soon he began to get 
new knowledge, and after a time imformation reached him of a place or 
person where he might apply to become a chela on probation. I t  n7as not 
given him as information usually is ; nothing of the sort \\.as told him, but 
with his extending l;no\vledge and opening faculties x conviction danned 
upon him that he might pursue such and such a course. H e  did so, and 
his prayer was heard. H e  said to me afterwards that he never knew whether 
he would not have shown greater strength of mind by relying \vholly upon 
the reality of his unseen, unackno~vletlged claim, until the moment should 
come \vhen l\lasters should accept and call him. For of course lie held the 
ideal of blasters clearly before his mind all this while. Perhaps his appli- 
cation showed him to be weaker than he supposed, in so far as it might 
evidence a need on his palt for tangible proof of a fact in which his higher 
nature prompted him to believe without such proof. Perhaps it was but 
natural and right, on the other hand, that after silent service for some time 
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he should put himself on record at theifirst opportunity granted him by 
Karma. 

He applied, then. I am permitted to give a portion of the answer he 
received, and which made clear to him the fact that he was already accepted 
in some measure, before his application, as his intuition had told him. 
This answer may be of untold value to others, both as clearly setting forth 
the dangers of forcing one's way ahead of one's race, and also by its advice, 
admonitions, and evidence that the Great Beings of the Orient deal most 
frankly and gently with applicants. Also it may mark out a course for those 
who take the wise plan of testing themselves in silence before pushing their 
demands upon the Law. For this at once heightens their magnetic 
\.ibrations, their evolutionary ratio ; their flame burns more brilliantly and 
attract all kinds of shapes and influences within its radius, so that the fire is 
hot about him. And not for him alone : other lives coming in contact with 
his feel this fierce energy ; they develop more rapidly, and, if they haye a, 
false or wekk place in their nature, it is soon discovered and overthrows 
them for a time. This is the danger of coming into " the circle of ascetics " : 
a man must be strong i ~ d e e d  who thus thrusts himself in ; it is better as a 
rule to place one's self in the attitude of a discip!e and impose the tests one's 
self: less opposition is provaked. For forces that are foiled by the adept 
may hurl themselves upon the neophyte who cannot be protected unless his 

\ness Karma permits it, and there are alwwys these opposition forces of darl- 
waiting to thin the ranks of the servitors of the Good Law. 

Up to this point, then, we may follow this student, and then we lose 
sight of him, not knowing whether he progressed or failed, or still serves 
and waits, because such things are not made known. T o  tell so much 
as this is rare, and, since it is permitted, it must be because there are many 
earnest students in this country who need some such support and informa- 
tion. To these I can say that, if they constitute themselves faithful, un- 
selfish disciple., they are such in the knowledge of the Great Law, so long 
as they are true, in inmost thought and smallest deed, to the pledges of 
their heart. 

ANSWER TO Y. 
Says Master : 
" I s  ll ful ly  prepared for the z~phill work ? IZe  zp~a,v to the goal he 

sfrhes to reach is f u l l  o f  fhoyns and le(zds through nziv  qungnzzi-es. f7hz~:v 
are the su.>rzizgs the chela has to encourzter; stzll more numerous fhe dangers 
to fizce and col.tyuer. 

~J ILZY  he t hkk  over it and choose onZy after due rejecizbn. A'i, 1Jfizster 
appealed to 4 ~ 1  a sirtcere soul who thirsis for light and knowledge, has ezler 
furnet  hl'sfitce azuay from the sujplicnnf. Bu t  if is the dut3, o f  those who call 

f o r  laborers a~zu' need them for fheir fields, to pozitt out to z'hose who o fer  
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fheitlselzles in truth and trust for the ardz~ozrs work, the pifalls in the soil as 
the harJsh$ o f  the task. 

If zcrzdaunted b_y this wnrnzng Y: persists in his deter??zinahbrt,-he wzgl 
regard h imseyas  accepted as-. Let  him place hinzself in such case 
zc~lder fhe guida?zce o f  an older chela. B y  helping hinz slizcet-e& and devoted& 
lo ctrrly on his heavj~ burden, he shnllprepare the zelayfor bei~zg helped in his 
fzcl-n. " 

(Elere follow private instructions.) 
" VeriZy f t h e  can(lz'date relies upon the Law  ; g h e  has patience, frusf,  

and inluitzbn, he will not have lo wait too long. Through the great shadow o f  
bi/terness and sorrow that the oppusing poze)ers delzkh f in throwbzg over the 
pilgrim on his may to the Gates of Light, the can~lidnte perceives that shzizzizg 
Light vevS, soon in his own soul, untZ he has bzcf to follow it. Let hihz beware, 
hozrrever, lest he nzt'stake the occasional will-o-the-7uisp o f  the psl/chic senses 
f o r  the rcy7eYz: o f  the great spiritzlal L k h t ;  ihut L&ht ze~hich diefh nof, J ei 
nevet- lives, NOY can it shine ~IsezeAert: Ihan on /he pure nzirror cf Spirit. 

* * * * * * * * 
But  Y;  has to use his ozln ZjZtuitions. One has to c'issz$afe and corzque,- 

the zizner darkness before attenzphizg to see in the darkness without ; lo ~ T Z U ~ U  

one's self before knouring things exfraneous to one's senses." 
And now, may the Powers to which my friend Y. has appealed beper- 

nlifted by sfillgreater and much htghw Powers to help him. This is the 
sincere and earnest wish of liis truly and fraternally, X. 

This letter also show incidentally how one Adept may serve another 
still higher by reporting or conveying his reply. J. K. 

0. P. BLAYA~SYY.  
We have inserted in this issue a picture of EI. P. Blavatsky, who is- 

whether from the standpoint of her enemies or that of lier friends-the most 
remarkable person of this century. 

Fift!--eight years ago she was born in Russia, and in the year I 87 j 
caused the starting of the Theosophical Society. Ever since that date she 
has been the t<~rget for abuse and vilification of the vilest sort, and, sad to 
say for human nature, those who have received benefits from her have not 
given to her efforts that support which was due. But knowing her intirnatel!., 
we know that she cares nothing fbr the abuse or the luke\varmness of 
theosophists, for, as declared by herself, she is not working for this century 
but for another yet to come, secure in the truth of Reincarnation and con- 
tent if she can but sow the seeds that in another age wi l l  grow, blossom, and 
bear good fruit. 

When she nvill leave the mortal frame now occupied by her we know 
not ; but we are convinced that, when the per,onality clenominatetl 13. P. 
B1avatsl;y shall have passed awray, her pupils and her friends \\ill aclino\~l- 
edge her greatness,-perhaps not before. 
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R E I N G A ~ N A V I O N  A N D  ~ E M O ~ Y .  

" Time is but the space between our memories ; as soon as we cease to perceive this 
space, time has disappeared. The  whole life of an old man lnay appear to him no lon- 
ger than an hour, or less still ; and as soon as time is but a molllent to us, we have 
entered upon eternity. * * * * * Time is, then, thesuccessive tlispersion ofbeing." 

(Auriet's JoltrnalpaAre 2). 

From birth to prime the faculties of man unfold ; from prime to  old 
age the faculties wane. I n  the natural order this unfolding and wani~lg are 
really a transmutation. I n  early life the sensuous sphere predominates, and 
both the intellectual and spiritual are in abe~ance .  In  adult arid more ad- 
vanced life the sensuous sphere wanes and the higher faculties take control. 
This is the riatural order, and it is seldom seen, for there are few natural 
lives. ?'he follies of youtli are more often the harvest of age, dead-sea 
apples in place of the ripe fruit of the tree of life, while repentance and re- 
morse emb.~lm the living colpse of a wasted life and slighted opportunities. 
These are unnatural l i ~ ~ e s ,  and the real faculties of man are never thus real- 
ized. J1edlocrit~~-the slumber of the soul-is, at bebt, the rebult of u11- 
natural lives, and old age even, \\.lien reached, is miserable beyond descrip- 
tion. \17hat is called talent is usualiy a partial and uns!.mmetrical anaken- 
ing of the soul from the dominion of the senqes. Tdlent does with ease 
that \vliich mediocrity accomplishes with great difficulty ifat all. I n  the or- 
dinary life of the world nothing short of real genius carries man out of him- 
self and suggests the real nature of his being. Genius does with ease that 
of w2iich mediocrity never even dreams, and of which no  mere talent is 
cap~ble .  Genius dreams of the true, and gets glimpses of the essential 
being. JIediocrity follows ; talent commands ; genius knows and seldom 
stops to reason ; it is beyond reason. " Time is the supreme illusion." 
" T o  escape by the ecstacy of inward vision from the whirlwind of time, to 
see oneself sub specie eke)-n2; is the word of commxnd of all the great relig- 
ions of the higher races." 

nIediocritj has little of' either reminiscence or intuition, but may de- 
velop physical memory very largely. Talent has flashes of intuition, but is 
rather bias than illumination, a withdrawal of perceptions and faculties from 
other realms, to concentrate them on one sphere. Genius is another name 
fbr reminiscence, an ecstasy of inward vision, the essence of many memor- 
ies, the synthesis of former experiences. 

Physical memory is the record of passing events, but it is not the pre- 
server of experience. Physical memory is but the outer husk of experience. 



Experience relates to feeling and consciousness ; memo].!- to tirne and sense. 
JIemol-! relates solely to the past, to tliat \vhich was, or rather seemed, and 
is not ; and is, at best, the record of an illusion. Past, present, and future,-- 
what illusions ! T h e  past is dead, the future is not, and rhese constitute the 
present as a fleeting unrealit!.. Never until consciousness is severed from 
time and liberated from sense, does man realize that he is. I n  the outer 
sphere of man's life his faculties are related to tile panorama of events, and 
these he perceives only in detail and in succession. I n  the inner sphere o f  
man's being he knows all at  once. This is true even in dreams, where the 
events of years pass in review in a moment of time. Memory grasps at the 
days and attempts to hold the slow-plodding years. Ren~iniscence has 
dissolved all these in the waters of oblivion, onl!~ to preserve their essence as 
motors, intuitions for futiire guidance. 'Tl~ese are hut iogical deductions 
from our present experience, without assunling an!. f i ~  ture life. If, how- 
ever, in the present life man is able to free his consciousness from tlie illu- 
sions of sense and time, lie conies to know of essenli'd being, and o n l ~  tilen 
does he begin to correctly interpret the things of time. 

A11 that we know of the brain shows it to be the organ ofphysical mem- 
ory, and shows, moreover, that any change of its structure or perversion c)f 
its function impairs or obliterates memory. Cases of disease have been 
kno~vn from wtiich individuals have recoyel-ed with complete o1)livion of 
nearly all the past. Adults previously well-eclucated 11aI.e forgotten even 
how to read, and have had to begin all over again I~l;e children. l n  scnne 
cases there lias been a slow and gra;lual recovery o f  the 1);lst. In  ot11el.s 
there has been little recovered of the 1)ast. 'I'iie normal function ol- tile 
brain 11as been arrested in tlie niitidle of a sentence, mellinly lias l~een tl~u.; 
enti~.el!, suspencled? and i ~ ~ s , t ~ i t y  01. imi~eciii t!. I ~ a s  sr~pi.l.vcnetl : after the 1ap.e 
of months n-1emc)i-y and c o ~ ~ s c i o ~ ~ , ~ i ~ e ~ s  liave retur~ietl, ~jerhaps from a s111.- 
gical c)puatiun, and the 1)rc)l;en senienct. 113s been cc)ni 1)leted. Similnl- 
cases often occur in the an~ia l s  o f  snl-,yel-!-. 

r 7 1 ilc forgetfulness of olcl age is pro\.el-I)ial. 'The talllets of mernorj- first 
refuse to record new impressions. 'I'iie t l ~ i ~ l g s  of !-esterda!. are f ; ) rgo t t rn ,  
and the m e m ~ ~ r i e s  of j,out11 return, mere glimpses of a s u n ~ r i ~ c r  (la!- ( , I -  a 
night of sorro\v. 'I'l~ese also in turn disappear, and insensi?)ilit! aiid inl- 
becility often supervene. T h e  lllall again becomes a helpless cliild leani1-1g 
toward the great nlother's breast, longing for rest and sleep. 

Ifthis is so often the secorci of the life of man wl:cim " three score years 
and ten " reduce to imbecility, ant1 \vith rnemorj. already departed, how 
can it be possible that, when the brain is deconlposed and resolved back to 
its original dust, it should still perfbrm a function which it so often loses 
before death? If memory fades as the brain decays, and consciousness tiis- 
plays itself on  an entirely different plane after death, and for a thousand 



years, as we count time, lives a subjective life, the former records of meniorj- 
are not only barred by " death," but even the bias given to conscic)usness 
must Lide also. If, therefore, reincarnation should occur, there ~vould nc't 
l)e tile least reason to suppose that the memory that derived its form and 
experience from the contour and development of the brain and the circunl- 
htances of its environment, and that has been decomposed a thousand !-ears 
previously, should adhere to the ego now embodied in another race and 
time with a new brain and a renewed consciousness. So far as memory is 
concerned, this is a new creation ; and so far as individual consciousness is 
concerned, the furmer personality has been annihilated. 

\Vhat Itre call memory, therefore, as a function of the organized brain 
perishes with the body. 

If memory is the temporary record of passing events, and 
both the events and the record belong to time, is there not 
something in man that records memory itself, thus bridging the 
chasm of "death " and anchoring every experience of the soul to 
the real ego ? T h ~ s  is precisely the nature of experience of which mem- 
ory 1s the matter side, related to sense and time, and of which reminiscence 
is the sl)irit side related to essential being. Arld here again it is unneces- 
sary to assume a life beyond the present, for our present experiences prove 
this to be so. I t  is but the subjective side of our present every-day esperi- 
ences, and l~elongs to our n z o ~ / ~  ofco~z.scioz~s~zess. I n  01-tier to realize this in 
any l a r ~ e  degree, it is nniy necessary to \vitticlra\~ our conscior~sness yradually 
an(i peri3tently from tile illusion of tile senses t o  tile ecstnc!. o f  innard vis- 
ion, that is to gradually elevate the plane of conscinusness. 11~11 may thus 
collie to klloru the super-sensitive world psecisely as as lie l;no\~s the tlii~igs 
of sense and time, viz. l)y experience. t i e  may fii~.tties~liose realize t1i:tt the 
latter are pure illusio~is, \vir~ile the former are tlie o11lj7 realities. ?'he evi- 
dence of tliings unseen wiil end thus in fi.uition ; the unseen and ttie u n -  
Iino\vn becorne the tl~ings seen anrl lino\vl?. FTii~nan t:sperience 011 til's 
superior plane is also fi)rtifiecl by analogy arlrl I)? the oriiel.l!r processes c l f  

nature. If we ass~11lle tile co~itinuecl existence of the soul (e<.o), \ve 1lal.e a1.o 
to assume the continuance of its /)~ethoc/(~'L,tzo~~~lj<q, else we annul conscic)~l.;- 
ness iself .  'The conscious~icss of the egc; and its renl mettioil of l;non,in<,', 
viz. by experience, are all that ena1)le us to predicate continued existence. 
If corlsciousness is now displayed on 110th the objective plane tl~rougli tlie 
~ne~i iu rn  of the senses, ant1 on the subjective plane through intuition, rcm- 
iniscence and the like, then the ego having a l r e a d ~  ex1;erience on both 
planes in unequal degree, often almost exclusivel!- here on the lower plane, 
ma!. display itself almost esclu.;ively on the subjective plane, and this often 
occurs in trance and related conditions. This is ttie key to the higher 
consciousness and the diviner life. 
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One third of our present life is practically divested of memory. When 
the plane of consciousness is shifted in sleep, memory reveals its true char- 
acter as belonging to matter and time, and as in no  sense essential to exis- 
tence, experience, or consciousness. 

Alan's immortality is therefore within his grasp, his destiny is within 
his own hands, and he may recover the substance of all his past while he 
realizes his birth-right even now. 

" H e  who has not even a knowledge of common things is a brute 
among men : H e  who has an accurate knowledge of human con- 
cerns alone is a man among brutes : But he who kno~rrs all that can 
be known by intelligent energy is a god among men." 

-- 
HARIJ. 

@ A H A ~ M A S .  
A l I INI)L 'S I*IE\V. 

I have read with great interest in November I'ATH the article lieatieii 
" Some Notes on the. AIahatmas." T h e  word 17lahnfrrz~z is b u t  rouglil!- 
translated ' ; a  great soul "; it means literally " H ~ g h  Self1'-that is, our 
Higher Self. In t t e  Key to Theosophy you will find that this H ~ g h e r  Self is 
called " Manas taijasi ", our three higher principles, or Atma-I3urihi-illanas, 
nrhicll are yet undeveloped in us. Every one of us has therefore the germ 
of the hIa11atma in him. 

*is an il~dividual, we Hindus call only him a AIahatma who, having 
brought his loner self completely under control, has transferred his indi- 
vidual consciousness to the Divine consciousness. H e  acts in unison with 
it, and can therefore commit no sin. H e  may or may not have a body 
(phpsical or astral); in the former case we call him " Jivan bIulita ", mean- 
ing literally " Living Liberated", in the latter case " Nideha Alukta ", or 
' Bodiless Liberated ". 

JIukti with us does not necessarily mean Nirvana, which is but its 
highest aspect. A hIukta Purusha, or liberated individual, therefore can and 
often does remain in our Loka or sphere to assist us morally and spir i tual l~ 
until the last particle of his Karma or Vasana is exhausted, when lie goes 
into Nirvana. 

I t  is written that there are seven ways or seven Paths for an Upasal;a ; 

the first (or lowest and most primas!.) is the intellectual appreciarion ; the 
second is self restraint (self sacrifice) ; the third is a Spirit of humility and 
veneration for those who have reached the goal ; the fbul.th is a feeling of 
nearness, close connection, or frienclliness ; the fifth, a feeling of attraction 
(compared to the attraction of a mother to her son) ; the  sixth is love ; the 
seventh (last and greatest) is one-ness-" Soham." Upasaka ! choose for 
thyself and proceed. K. P. ~ ~ U K H E R J I ,  F. T. s. 
Bevhampove, fitdin, Dec. 6, 1889. 
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(See PATH for AITOv., 1889.) 

[A PAPER READ J<EFOIZE THE ARYAK T. S., N. Y.] 

-4fter collecting the notes plinted in the paper referred to above, I 
came across some more extracts on the same subject which seemed to me 
to throw some add~tional  light upon the matter. T h e  first of these was 
taken from the *'Seclus:on of the ,4dept ", part of the commentary on the 
L&h/ on The Palh, published in LuczJet-, (Vol. I. p. 380) and reads as 
follo\\.s : 

" Here in London, as in Pnris and St. Petersburgh, there are men high 
in developme~t.  But the!- are only known as mystics by those who have 
the po\\er to recognise : the power given by the conquering of self. Other- 
\vise, ho\v cc)ulcl t l~ey exist, even for an hour, in such a mental and psychic 
atmoi;pIle~e a i  is created by the confiision and (libortier of a city ? Unless 
protected and made safe, their o w n  g r o ~ v t t ~  \\oultl be interfered with, their 
vork injured. And the neoph! te ma!. meet an adept in the flesh, ma!. 1i1.e 
i n  the same hou,e \vith him, and yet 1,e unable to recognise him, and 
unable to make his own ~ o i c e  heard by him. For no nearness in space, 
no closeness of relations, no daily intimacy, can (lo away with the inex- 
orable laws which give the adept his seclusion. No voice penetr'ltes to his 
inner hearing till it has become a divine voice, a voice w h ~ c h  gives no 
utterance to the cries of self. Any lesser appeal n.ould be as useless, as 
much a waste of energy and pou7er, as for mere children who are learning 
their alphabet :o be taught it by a professor of philology. Until a man 
has become, in heart and spirit, a disciple, he has no  existence for those 
who are teachers of' clisciples." 

Here the adept is refelred to as still capable of glowth, while in the 
same volume of Lzic? fer, p. 2 j 7, we reat1 : " T h e  occult idea of ilfcthulnztr- 
JZoo(i is a soul of Iligt~er rank in the realms of life, conceived to drinli in the 
~vealth of spiritual polver closer to the fountain-head, and to distil its essence 
into the interior of receptive souls. In  harmon!, with this idea, Emerson 
writes : " The  ivill of the pure runs down from them into other natures, as  
-\rater runs down from a 111gher into a lower ves>el ; this natural force is no  
more to be withstood than any other natural fo~ce.  A healthy soul stands 
united with the Just and the Tlue, as the magnet arranges itself nith the 
pole, so that he stands to all bel~olders like a transparent object betwixt 
them and the sun, and \$rhoso j,,urneys towards the sun, jou~neys towards 
that person." 



THE PATH. [Feb., 
-- 

I n  the K e l ~  to Theosoflbv, lately published, Nme.  Blavatsky again uses 
the terms ,1(17ept, Inz2ia/e, A5tster, and illahahza in the same sense. She 
says (p. 281)) that " the word Afit?znf~)~u means simply ' a great soul,' great 
through moral elevation a n 3  intellectual attainment. * * * 15'e call 
them illtrsfers because they are our teachers. * * * They are men of 
great learning, whom we call Ini/iates, and still greater holiness of life." 
And on p. 2 9 3  she continues : " They have no  right, escept by falling into 
Black Magic, to obtain full mastery over any one's immortal Ego, and can 
therefore act only on the physical and psychical nature of the subject, leaving 
thereby the free-will of the latter ~vholly undisturbed. Hence, unless a 
peason has been brought into ps!.chic relationship with the Masters, and is 
assisted by virtue of his full faith in and devotion to his Teachers, the latter, 
whenever transmitting their thoughts to one with whoni these conditions 
are not fulfilled, experience great difficulries in penetrating into the cloud!- 
chaos of that person's sphere." 

This extract suggests that all corl~munication wit11 the 3Iasters mus t  1)e 
upon higher planes than that of the purely physical, and explains \vli!- we 
cannot expect to ~ n a k e  them hear till we too speali with " a divine voice." 
Nevertheless, there is nothing in it to lead one to interpret the word 
iJ1ahizfma (at least as it is orciinarily used) as meaning only " the great soul," 
a11d therefore rendering it inlpossible to speali of " a  IMahatma." There 
still remains the idea of individuality. Wl~ile  it is very possible to think of' 
LJIallcrf??za as tlie great Soul with \vhom all spiritual existences are at one, in 
that sense it 1)ecolnes a con~lition rattler than an incii\.iduali tj7, and all sense 
of human relatioris dependent upon tliat inclividuaIit!- is loht. Considerecl 
in the a\)st~.act, light is one anti indivisil,le, but to our pl1!.sical e!.e is incli- 
vidualised in every star of the fil.rnament, ever!- 1.~n1p of tile ea~.th. KO 
matter lio~v lofty our idea of " a >T<~llat~lla. " Irnaj- be, it must ]lave limitations 
and quaiificatiolis, anc1 cannot tl~erel'ure be t11e sail:e as tlie itlea. of fhc 
Great S:)ul, which ih the Infinile and Uiilinnited. \1'11en the ascetic has 
arrived at the point sl,ol;en of I'ata~ljali in tlie ;Iphorisms cluoteci in t l ~ e  
former paper, he stands eI.en tlieli upon t11c tli~eshoicl o11ljr of that higller 
state ealled Isol;rl/'o~z or L'/~ancij,tr/iLiz. Till then his incliviclualry persi>t.~, 
as we may see by the 4th and 5 t h  ilplioris~ils of Book I T * :  ~ v l ~ e r e  tlie ?l/ijici 

or ego of the ascetic is spoliel~ of as controlling the various niinds acting in 
the l~odies which lie v o l u n t ~  r i  '1, v assumes. 

I n  an  article on the " Sevenfold Principle in Man," b y  Xltne. Blavatsky, 
(F'.ve Ycavs of Theo.sophy, p. I 53) she tells us that from the f rst appearan'ce 
of life up to the state of Nirvana, the progress is, as it were, continuous and 
by imperceptible gradations. I3ut nevertheless four stages are recognised 
in this progress, where the change is of a peculiar kind : 

I .  Where life malies its appearance. 



2 .  \\-]]ere the existence of mind becon-.es perceptible in conjunction 
11 it11 life. 

3. \\.here the liighest state of n~enta l  abstraction ends, and sp2.itz~~zl' 
co)zsc-ior~s?ress begins. 

4. \\'here spiritual consciousness disappears. leaving the 7th principle 
(Atma) in a complete state of ,I>>-uana or nakedness; (defined further on as 
the condition of final negation, negation of individual, or separate, existence, 
or, in other words, complete identification with the Absolute.) Atma is here 
used a(; the emanation from the Absolute called " the seventh principle," 
but ,  propell!. speaking, no  principle, being identical with the Absolute. 

I t  seems, then, that until spiritual consciousness disappears in Sirvana, 
we have a right to consider that the individuality persists, and, while that 
continues, the highest adept is not yet lost in the Universal Soul. So that 
the phrase, " a  Alahatnna," used as an equivalent to the expression " a 
i\laster," is the useof  a word in a restricted sense, \vhich might be kept, a s  
the Aryan Society has suggested, to its higher meaning as a condition 
rather than an entitj., but which, r i z  Ils ge?zerrrl nccep/ir/io7z, has no  such 
restricted signification. \Ye might as well refuse to say " Bring me a light," 
because light is an abstract and general term and cannot be i~idivicIua!ised. 

It certainl! woulii be a gooil thing if tlie terminology of 'Theosophy 
were more accurate and ~vei 1-defined, ant1 especiall~, that the ~nan!. Sanslcri t 
terms which have no  exact Engli5tl ecluivalents blioul(i l)e oficially definetl, 
once for all, anid :lien accurately emplo! erl. 'I'iiec~sopli! has tile acl\.antage 
ovt-1- all other metapli!,sical sj->terns, of tllc possebsion of a vocal)ulnr!- clla\\ n 
from the su1,tlest of languages ; and it is a pity to 1 0 . i ~  this ad\.,~il:age 
t1irou;li our own ig~io~ .a r~ce  or cal-elessness. Any discus.;ion, thcrcfore, 
nliicli tends t o  tlirow light upon tile p~.ecise meaning of an irnpoi tant ~vol-d, 
cannot \ )e  considered as lost time. I<. 1-1. 

I11 the 13udLihist stories there are nunierous references to umbrel1,is. 
IT7lien Buclcltia, is said to have grantecl to his disciples the po\ver of seeing 
what they called " Rudtlha Ficl(ls," the!, saw myriacis of Bucltll~as sitting 
under trees and je\vellcd un11)rellas. There are not \vantirig in tile Hintlu lioolis 
anti monuments references to and representations of iinnbrellas being llelcl 
over personages. I n  a very curious and extremely olcl stone ;I-el/!zlo at the 
Seven Pagodas in Tndia, showing the conflict between Dui-ga and the 
demons, the umbrella is figuretl over the lieads of the Chiefs. I t  is not our 
intention to exalt this common and useful article to a high place in occult- 
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ism, but we wish to present an  idea in connection with it that has some 
value for the true student. 

I n  the Upanishads we read the invxat ion : '' Reveal, 0 Pushan, that 
face of the true sun which is now hidden by a golden lid." This  has 
reference to the belief of all genuine occultists, from the earliest times to  the 
present day, that there is a " true sun," and that the sun we see is a secondary 
one; or, to put i t  in plainer language, that there is an infl~ience or power in 
the sun which rn?y be used, if obtained by the mystic, for beneficent pur- 
poses, and which, if not guarded, hidden, or obscured by a cover, would 
work destruction to those who might succeed in drawing it out, This  was 
well known in ancient Chaldea, and also to the old Chinese astronomers : 
the latter had certain instrumer~ts ~vkiich they used for the purpose of con- 
centrating particular rays of sunlight as yet unkno\\in to modern science 
and now forgotten by the Bo~very land philosophers. Sd much fc)r that sun 
we see, who,e probat~le death is calculated by some asp i r~ng  scientists n-110 

deal in a\)surdltit.s. 
Rut there is the tr-z~e ccnfi-e o f  which the sun in heaven is a s! mbol and 

partial reflection. Tliis centre let us place for the time with the Ili~!.an 
Cliohans or planetarj, spirit.;. I t  is all knowing, and so intensely powerrul 
that, wet e a struggling disciple to be suddenly introduced to its presence 1111- 
prepared, he would be consumed both body and soul. And this is the goal 
we are all striving after, and many of us a ~ k i n g  to see even at the o p e n ~ n g  
of the race. But for onr protection a cover, o r  umbrella, has been placed 
beneath IT. T h e  ribs are the Rishees, or Adepts, or hlahatmas ; the Elder 
Brothers of the race. ?'he hanclle is in evdry man's tiand. And although 
each man is, or is to be, connected with some particular one of those Adepts, 
he can also receive the influence from the true centre coming down through 
the handle. 

T h e  light, life, kno\vletlge, and power falling upon this cover permeate 
in innumerable streams the whole mass of men beneath, whether they be 
students or nqt. As the diiciple strives upward, he begins to separate him- 
self from the great mass of human beings, and becomes in a more or less 
definite manner connected n-it11 the rill:. Just as the streams of water- flow 
down from the p,ints of tile ribs of our umbrellas, so the spiritual influences 
pour out fionl the adepts ~vtio form the frame of the protecting cover, \\.it])- 
out which poor humanity n~oulcl be destroyed by the blaze from the spiritual 
world. ~ V I L L I A I I  BREHOX. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

X BUDDHIST CATECHISM, by Subhadra  Bhikshu. (r590, Geo. Retizuay, 
London, 65 #.#. a n d  notes.) This  is put forth, as the Introduction says, with 
the aim of meeting the intelligent appreciation of educated populations and 
of eliminating the superstitious ancl chiltlish cbonceptions of Eastern peoples. 
It is divided into an Introduction of 6 questions, The  Budclha, T h e  Doctrine 
(Dhamma),  Brotherhood of the Elect (Sangha) .  There  is an  appenclix of 
So tes  and extracts from the Dl i amma~~a t l a .  \Ve do not kno\\r who is hidelen 
by the name Subhadra  IJhikshu, but the book is well written, though we 
cannot say it is any better than that written by Col. H. S. Olcott. l y e  
\velcome the book as an  addition to our  literature ancl a s  another evitlence of 
the spread of truth,  for when Christian peoples will warrant  our publishers 
in gett ing out wv2rks treating on Eastern religions, there must be a great  
undercurrent of inquiry. T h e  book is well bound in black s n ~ o o t h  covers 
antl is convenient in s i ~ e .  

T H E  INDIAN RELIGIONS, by Hargrave Jennings, (1590, GeorCqe (Zeriway, 
Lolzrlon.) A book of 262 pages, tvith 27 chapters, 2 appenclices, and a con- 
clusion. T h e  style is the \veil-known jerky and obscure one of Hargrave 
Jennlngs. T h e  book is the result of the persuasions of years of much 
research, ant1 of a great amount of thought ", and " it is a treatise addressed 
to Thinkers antl to them alone." Instead, however, of its being an account 
of Indian Religions, it appears  to be clevotecl to the author's views upon 
religious and metaphysical matters in general, as but small space is devotee1 
to the Religions, but a great  deal to Rosicrucianism and all the ideas reflected 
upon the author's mind during his years of constant speculations in that 
direction. T h e  tenth chapter is devotetl to " Philosophic Inquest into 
Matter ", iri which it is declared that I' there is no such thing a s  matter." 
T h e  author " thinks it a miserable unsountl-of-mind, poverty-stricken, chilcl- 
ish iigment, conjured up out of the incapacity of men's thinkings." In 
explaining what he means by this, he uses this language : " W e  consider the 
world a s  made only a s  a thing in the acceptance of it in the unconsciousness 
of.the senses ; a s  furnished in the life in which it is only found." NOW if 
this is the result of many years of thought on eastern religions, then it is a 
mere absurclity and contratliction. Those systems postulate spirit and matter 
a s  coexistent and intlivisible, and,  indeed, the author himself on p. 82 admits 
'' nature " and " experiences " ; without matter there can he neither nature 
nor experience. In opening a t  the chapter on dreams we hat1 hoped for 
much, but tleep disappointment supervened on finding 4 pages in the chapter 
with nothing of value in them. However, there are  some good things in the 
volume, and no doubt suggestions and helps for those thinkers whose mincls 
a r e  of the same form as-the author's. 

THREE SEVENS, by the Phelons. A thoughtful, instructive book, elucida- 
t ing the truth that man's heritage is the universe with all its contents, but 
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tha t  he conquers the right to it by first conquering himself. Of course no 
description of initiations can be exact, or,  indeed, other than symbolical, but  
the sy~llbolism may be, and in this book is, an  embodiment of rich lessons in 
co~f i t lence ,  fortitutle, single-minded~less,  and,  most pre-eminently, of will- 
poiver. All through the work a re  sound and elevating teachings, not, perhaps, 
profound o r  novel, but vigorous ant1 clear. T h e  English, too, is singularly 
choice ant1 mellow, a matter of value in these clays when Theosophical writings 
need to commend themselves to the cultivated. ' ' Laid ", ho\vever, on page 
34 should be " lay," and " transpired," page 213, should not be used in the 
sense of " occurred." (Hermetic Publishing Co., Chicago ; $ I  .zg). 

MY DEAR JULIUS ; 
The  following was told me by a friend, and I can \-ouch 

for every word of it as strictly true : T h e  latter part of February or the first 
of March of the present year, the skeleton of a man was founcl near  Heaver 
Creek,in the edge of the mountains, about 40 miles southwest of Laranlie, 
Wyo.,  and taken into that city. Evidently the man hat1 died years ago, a s  
there was but  little clothing left on him. J,  a friend of mine and an ardent  
spiritualist (and above all a sincere and honest man in all things), saw the 
skeleton a s  it lay in a box in front of a tloctor's ofice. T h e  thought 
occurred to him to try an experiment. " No doubt but this man has been 
murdered. I will ge t  this skull and take it to B, and see what he has to say of 
it." H e  obtained the skull, took it to his house, and placed it in a small 
leather hand-bag, macle especially to contain 3 vols. of a book which Mr. J 
had formerly been an agent for. His friend 13, who was and is a medium, is 
a man of irreproachable character. H e  haci often seen Mr. J. with the hand 
bag and knew its use, and had no thought of the bag in any way except in 
connection with books,-indeed, he had kept it in his house weeks at  a time, 
filled with books. I will let Mr. J. tell the story, only abridging it a s  much a s  
possible. "Perhaps  a month after the finding of the skeleton, I took the bag 
containing the skull and went to 13's house. I had kept my purpose a secret  
from every one, for, until the morning of my visit to his house, I was not 
certain in my own mind that I should do what I contemplated, viz. take the 
skull to B. in the hand-bag, and, without giving him any informatian of any 
kind, ask him to take the bag in his hantls and give me whatever impression 
he  might receive. W e  had a long and interesting conversation upon the 
subject of re-incarnation, for, while we were both spiritualists, we looked 
favorably upon Theosophy ancl its aims. I had heen in the room an honr 
when the purpose of my visit came to me sutldenly. I reached the bag  to 
him and said, ' T a k e  that into your hands ancl give me your impressions.' 
H e  took the hag  in .both hands, placed it against his forehead, and, a s  if 
surprised, said, ' I see a large, syuare-built man, with a queer  kind of head 
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dress. It's neither a hat nor a cap, but something resembling a crown. H e  
has on a strange-looking jacket o r  waistcoat, and a belt over it. His pants 
a re  very large a t  the waist and hips, and taper down to fit tightly just below 
the knee, ' English fashion.' I see him walking along, picking up sand ant1 
stones, examining them, and throwing them down. H e  makes memoranda 
in  a book now and then. No\\. I see him digging under  the edge of a large 
t~ro\vn rock. H e  fincls pure gold a t  a depth of two feet. 'This hole he covers 
up again carefully. Makes more memoranda in his Look, and marks on the 
stone, a s  if to guide his return to the spot. I see a pick and a peculiar looking 
iron wedge lying under a big flat rock. Now I see a small man, with a brown 
and a sorrel mule, both small, hitched to a wide track wagon, that has 
flowers painted on the bed, like the Hain wagon. This small man has brown 
hair and whiskers, and seems to be waiting for the large m a n ,  probably to 
take him to the railroad. Now I see another small man, with long black 
beard, who is in some way connected with the large man. hlr. J ,  he said, 
turning to me, ' \What have you got in this hand bag  any way ?.' I hesitated 
a moment, ant1 then told him. His face flushed, and he said, * I  would have 
given a dollar if you hacln't told me.' Mr. B. then made a diagram of the 
grouutl where the scene tlescribetl took place. H e  also toltl me that the small 
man with the mule team hat1 n ~ ~ ~ r t l e r e t l  both the large man and the small 
man Ivith long black whiskers, acd  he t1escrit)etl the spot where the latter 
no\\. lies, in the edge of a little quaking asp grove, some 3 or 4 miles from 
\\-here the large man was buried. His description of the murderer  was 
explicit, ancl I mentioned a name. ' That ' s  the man, '  he saicl, ~vi thout  hesita- 
tion. hlr. B. hacl seen the man once, ancl I several times. This  murderer  
is now serving a term in a penitentiary for some minor offense. I made cau- 
tious inquiries, and learned that the man had a t  one time owned such a mule 
team and wagon, and was occupied, now ant1 then, in taking prospecters 
ant1 hunters around over the country. Mr. B. and I intent1 to go  to that part 
o f  the country and see if  we can find the body of the other murdered man, the 
pick and iron wedge, and the large brown stone that has the gold under it. If 
we find any or all of these things, then we shall feel quite sure  of all the rest, 
but  until then we intend to mention no names, for it would be unjust, and, 
again,  no court in the land woultl accept such testimony. Imagine a 
mecliunl on the witness stand ! " The  readers of the " T e a  Table " will readily 
understancl this \vhole matter,  and will consicier it, not spiritualism as  clo 
both Mr. J.  and Mr. B, but purely clairvoyant vision,-psychic phenomena of 
a startling nature if confirmecl. I could fill the "Tea  Table!" with columns 
of psychic evidence, of a more or less interesting character, such a s  have been 
ant1 are taking place here frequently, but I consider this of too much import- 
ance to pass by. I will some day give the sequel to the-above, if Mr. J. and 
his friend 13. make their intended visit to the mountains and find anything to 
verify their present impression." J. F. C. 

The T e a  Table awaits with interest the dGnouement of the above, and 
woulcl like also to tap the vein of psychic interest alluded to. In all new 
.countries, \v l~ere  the magnetic currents are  comparatively fresh, the " worltl 
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soul " is constantly manifesting itself in increased activity which men sense 
more readily because their minds a re  not distracted by the unceasing detail 
of a crowded civilization. 

Another reader writes : 

DEAR JULIUS :- 
I am prompted by your recent attention to 'coincidences ' 

to relate an  experience of my own. 
During my absence a few weeks ago on a business trip through the 

western part  of the State, my wife went to a small town near Saybrook, 
intending to remain there until my return. One day after I had been gone 
about a week, I started, with a sutlclen change of intention, for the place 
where my wife nras staying, and wrote her that I was coming. 14y letter was, 
however, not received, ant1 she went up to hIiddleto\\-n. IIThen I arrived in 
that city on my way down, I had a few minutes to \\lait for a collnecting 
train, ancl ~ v a s  standing in an obscure position on the platform \\.hen illy ~vife 
walked up and accostecl me. She hat1 arrived a fe\v minutes previousl~r \vith 
two other ladies, hacl gone with them and gotten into a street car, b u t ,  b y  a 
sudden impulse, without saying anything to them and with allnost a certainty 
of losing the car, she had left them and gone some distance, and around three 
sides of the station through a clense crowd of people, directly to where I was 
standing. 

W e  then went home with our  friends and were shown to our  chamber and 
bath-room to prepare for dinrler. W e  both proceetled to the bath-room, which 
opened from a narrow and rather dark hall nearly the whole length of the 
house from our  chamber. My wife immediately returned to the chamber. 
When she came back I clicl not see her, but was conscious that she was in the 
hall .and had passed the door. I had no reason to doubt that she did so 
intentionally, and a s  I had never been in the house before, knew nothing of 
any danger  beyond. Nevertheless, by another of those sudden 6 6  impulses," 
I shouted very sharply and in a manner so foreign and uncalletl-for that it 
immediately surprised myself,-" Stop !" My wife had passed along the hall, 
which, a s  I said, was rather dark beyond the door which she wished to enter, 
and, when my shout arrested her steps, had turnecl into the next doorway, 
ancl, if she had taken another step, would have fallen headlong down a steep 
stairway. 

Of course I was pleased when the first ' coincidence ' saved me from a 
needless journey with disappointment at  the end, and genuinely thanl:ful when 
the second averted actual disaster to my wife ; ancl the occurrences have 
affordetl subject for a goocl deal of thought concerning the how and \vherefore. 

It may be pertinent to mention that neither my wiie nor myself is known 
to possess any special psychic susceptibility o r  to be under any morbid con- 
ditions, but are  both sound, healthy, ordinary people. 

Yours sincerely, F. W. IV. 

Another coincidence coming to us from a distance, relates the following. 
6 b  I was driving one lovely night over post ,roads to the R. R.  Station, and 
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\\,as thinking ho\v iml~ossihle it is for human reason to understand how Gocl 
(Perfection) can lovd Humanity (Imperfection). T h e  more I thought of it, 
the more \von(lerful ant1 incoml)~-ehensible it seemed. Wantlering about, 
inside tlie station, I fount1 myself stantling in front of a large sheaf of Bible 
te\ts \vhich hung upon the \\?all of the \vaiting room. I never look voluntarily 
a t  these pul~lic texts : they have some unpleasant association or other,-Cant, 
perhaps. Something made me read this one, ancl I saw these words ; ' I n ill 
she\v thee the way in which thou shoultlst go. /love them that love ?ne, and 
they that seek me early shall find me. '" 

J'ery truly is it here shown that Love is the living Link, the inseparable 
bond bet\veen all bei~igs  ant1 all creation, so that by its light all 1)roblems can 
be explained. We find this law of harmony manifesting in the most unexpected 
and apparently anomalous contlitions. As, for instance, the spread of disease 
-say the Grippe, ~vliose fatal sneeze pervades the attenuated Tea  table-is 
greatly aided by the mental currents of those who hear of anti think of it until 
it is attracted to dieir  sphere. ' I  Fear"  of a thing is simply a ;)assive concli- 
tion ; so is tloubt, while a n ~ i o u 5  expectancy is an open door ;  but the contrary 
mental altitude, if really maintainetl, warcls off disease by rendering the 
person positi\-e tu the infectious germs \vhicIi thus rebouncl fro111 his sphere. 
Jtost  -f,iith " is 11l;e that of tlie oltl noman ,  \vho hat1 faith, she said, that the 
mountain could and \vou!ci t ~ e  removecl by prayer. So she prayed all night, 
ant1 then lool;etl out. Tllere \\-as the mountain still. Criecl she : " Drat tlie 
thing ; / ~ ' l i . s t  X ' I Z ~ ' ~  it I V O U ~ ~ I I ' ~  1110ve." X cheitnut, perhaps, but apropos. 
Something newer is the remark of a clear little maicl, still learning to talk 
\vith her 3 years' tongue. She visits a relative, \vho is an F. T. S. A \isitor 
saitl : " TSaby, what's your name ?" " The-o-sophy," proutlly repliecl the 
little one, \\.hose relatives dict not know she had ever noticed or could pro- 
nounce the word. Imagine the delicious picture of the proutl prattler, the 
confountled caller, the enchanted relatives, enough to war111 even the bachelcr 
cardiac muscle, or  what d'ye call it, of JULIUS. 

IMPOKTA4NT &4CTION BY TIIE NEW YOIIK T.  S. 

For  the past few years T h e  Aryan 'I'heosophical Society has heen es- 

tremely active in practical work, in which ail theosophists have been aslied 

and alded to join. T h e  Circulating Library for the benefit of all inquirels was 
dont ted for that p u l p o x  b!, an A ~ y a n  member, and the extent to nhich it 
has been used testifies to its opportuneness, T h e  Tract-,lICliling Scheme 
oliginatetl in the same Branch and is managed by one of its members. 
T h e  Aryan P ~ e s s ,  intended to be a co-operative ofie for the use of all mem- 

bers and  Branches, was started by a few members of the Aryan who  
fi~rnished the plant, members of other Branches afterwards contlibuting. 
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I t  has alteady reduced the General S:cretarj's expenses for printing TITith 
all these efforts the Arj-an is foi-tunate in h a v ~ n g  rnetnhers ho  have time t o  

spare for the arduc~us duties ~ v h i c t ~  these affairs entail. \Ire do not refer to 
the work of the New Yorli Branch in orcler to g,lin glory for it, biit solel!' 
to point out facts and to show that what has been done is for the general 
benefit and not for the Branch alone. I n  the same way its meetings a l e  
open to all comers. 

Realizing the advantages o f  a great city like New Yolk, the Aryan T. S. 
k n o ~ v s  that a thoroughly olganized and equipped Society in that tit!. \voulcl 
be a strong factor in securing solidat I ty of the ~vhole  Society and in increaiing 
the power a n d  extent c)F the movement in ,Smerica. With this object in 
view, at  a tneeting of the Society on Decen~ber  roth, the follo\ving resolutions 

were passed : 
AesnlverZ, that the Aryan Theosophical Society have a funcl to be placetl 

in charge of a committee of five, for the purpose, among others, of o l ~ t a ~ n ~ n g  
a permanent headquartel-s for the Society ; 

That  contributions to the same be voluntary ; 
That  s a ~ d  fund shall be separate from the general fund matte up of clues 

and fees ; 
That  the fund shall not be used before the end of 1890 unless before then 

it shall have amounted to $1,000 ; 
That  the committee of five be elected on Decembt r 17, 1889, a n d  be then 

instructed a s  to their proceclure ; 
That  the secretary notify all the members of this resolution. 

A n d  at a subsequent meeting these were added : 
Tt7/~erens, a t  a meeting of this Society helcl Dec. ~ o t h ,  1889, it was 

resolved " That  tlle Aryan Society have a funtl to be placetl in charge of a 
Committee of five for the purpose, among others, of obtaining a permanent 
headquarters for the Society, etc. ,  now be it 

R\'c.solvrrZ, that the said funcl be designated as  the " Aryan Reserve Fund " 
and held i n  the custocly of the Society's Treasurer.  

That  thc said Committee shall be constitutetl of the President ant1 
Treasurer  of the Society Ex Officio, ancl tliree other gentlemen to be elected 
a t  this meeting by  a nlajority ITote of those preseut, antl that the Committee 
so constituted shall be terrnetl "The  Fund Co~nrnittee" antl shall s e n e  until 
the next ensuing Annual meeting of the Society, at which meeting ancl at  each 
following Annual Meeting a similar Committee shall then be elected to serve 
for the ensuing year. 

Tha t  remittances shall be made to the Chairman of the Fund Committee, 
a receipt for the same to issue from the Treasurer of the Society, who thereby 
certifies that the money has been paid into his hantls. 

Tha t  the " Fund Corninittee" shall have charge of the collection, direc- 
tion, ancl application of the Aryan Reserve Funcl, but that no appropriation 
o r  expenditure of the saicl Fund, or any part thereof, shall be made except 
upon motion of a member of the said Fund Comtnittee, which motion shall 
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ha\,e receivetl the authorization of a majority of the members of the said 
Committee ant1 the approval of a majority of the meml~ers of the Society 
present, in meeting assembletl, after due announcement by  a Comn~ittee~nan 
of his intention to move such approl~riation or expencliture, saitl announce- 
ment to be made either at a previous meeting or b y  mail notice to each 
menlber of the Society. 

?'he committee elected to tal,e c h a ~ g e  of the fund are : 
3Ir. ,4. H. Spencer, JIr. D. Nicholson, Dr. J. H. Salisbnry, l l r .  E. 

Xug. Seresheimer, and Mr. IV~lliam Q. Judge. 
Subscriptions nere at once rece~ved amounting to over $1,600, about 

one-half of which have been already paid in, not\vithstanding that only 
monthly instalments were asked for. 

T h e  general object of this Fund IS to establ~sh in New Yolk a building 
or  suite of rooms at the service all day and every evening of all visiting 
theosophists, its own members and enquirers, with a Theosophical L i b r a ~ y  
and  Literary Bureau attached, so that such a substantial centre in the 
metropolis might add enormou,ly to  the strength of the movement, give a 
firmer tone and add a fresh impetus to our  beloved society now just emerged 
from its youth. Opportunity to meet that immense volume of interest and 
inquiry that is everywhere observable would result not only in significant 
augmentation of membership in all B~anches, but also in fulfilling the 
wish of every sincerely unselfish theosophist that the greatest possible num- 
ber of his fellow members should shale in that ~ ~ h i c h  he finds is of benefit 
to himself. 

W e  d o  not know that the Aryan T. S. has decided to ask members of 
other Eranches to help in this work, but we cannot see any ser~ous objection 
to doing so  at the proper time. lVe can speali from expe~ience in stating 
that a permanent and well equipped headquarters in New York, whether 
that of the Aryan or of the General Society, would be of great use ; for even 
in the small down town headquarte~s already established i t  is apparent that 
enquirers from all parts of the entire world either come there or write. A 
casual glance at the visitors' regiiter shotvs names from far India, Australia, 
England, France, Germany, and California. 

We salute the Aryan Reselve Fund. 

"So much, then, about the poets I learnt in a short time : that n.liat 
they did was not done by the help of wisdom, but by a certain natural gift 
and inspiration, just as the soothsayers and diviners say many beautiful 
things, of which, however, they understand not a word. Under some such 
spell as this, it appeared to me, were the poets ; and yet at the same time, 
because of their poetry, they thought themselves, I perceived, the wisest of 
men in regard to other things, as to which they were not at all wise."-The 
-9ology of Socraies. 
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SUGGES~IONS  DO^ B ~ A N G H  6. S. W o q ~ .  
QUESTIONS A N D  SUGGES'I'IONS R E L I T I V E  H E R E T O  CAN I3E SENT C A R E  O F  " P-I'l'H." 

VIII. 

T H E  THEOSOPHIST'S A T T I T U D E  (Contzizued). 

Our last two papers have emphasized the necessity for individual 
endeavor ; for faithfill, practical work in the Theosophical Society among 
its members and in the wol-Id at large. lliilile the importance of this must 
not be lost sight of, there is yet another phase of the clr~estion that deserves 
attention, and it will \)e our ol~jzct this manth to present to the tliousl~t of 
our readers the posiibili;~,, more particrilarl!,, of 'I'heoso~)liical worlc on a 
Higher I'iane, ~vtiich, in contradistinctiol~ to manual and mental l a t~o r ,  
may be called (although in the main incorrectl!.) Spli-ifual Jl;)rk. 

I t  is not to be denied that the average l'heosopllist is more serviceable 
when his efforts take the form of practical usefulness ; yet there are a few 
points of value for hirn to consider, and which he should always keep 
before him. 

I .  H e  shoultl never forget that his every act has an  influence, apo,rz;lrile 
efect upon each individual nritli whom he comes in contract. Often, 
indeed usually, this influence is small in each case, yet it assumes gigantic 
proportions when one considers the large number of persons so acted upon. 

2.  His every thought has an influence upon others even more potent, 
oxing to the plane upon which thought acts, and because it is capable of 
affecting and often does affect persons who have no relations, personal or 
indirect, with the thinker. 

3. I t  has been positively proved by scientific research' that every human 
being (and probably every animal) is sul-rounded by an aura or personal 
atmosphere wl~icli iiithfully follows and portrays his mol.aland spiritual 
condition. T h e  influence of this aura acts at a greater or less distance n-ith 
different individuals Its potency is probably determined by one's moral 
strength, and has very little to do 1vit2l the physical condition, for although 
a healthy and strong man has a more diffused aura, it may not be p o \ ~ e r f ~ ~ l i  
or intense in the sense of influencing ot1iel.s. 

This aura has a direct psychic influence upon every person ~vtio comes 
into contact with it. You cannot pass an  utter stranger in the street with- 
out influencing him and being influenced b y  him to a greater or less degree. 
T h e  thought opens u p  wide realms of personal responsibitity, and we must 

1.  See voli Reichenbach, Animal ~llagtartism. 
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never forget the necessity for continually striving to purify our aura and thus 
influence others for better. 

A\ sensitive person can very readily distinguish a good from a bad aura, 
and consequently a good from a bad individual, while one with psychic 
sight developed can see this personal atmosphere, and learns to judge from 
it.; C ~ O I I I -  of the moral strength and purity of the man. Some further 
development of psychic organs enables an expert to trace the accurate past of' 
anyone, for in his aura are displayeil, as pictures, most of the acts, good or 
bad, that have had a determining influence upon his life ; while i t  has even 
been stated that the future, in rare instances, can be read. Again, to slio\\. 
how complex and \vonderful is this aura, it is a complete index to one's 
t:lought. Looking upon it, yon can see chasing each other in a continued 
stream a beautiful or frightful panorama, represen ting tl~oughts as the mirid 
evolves them. 

But to return to  our starting point ; is it not seen how marvellous ant1 
potent an influence our moral and spiritual condition can have upon 
others ? Cannot we trace acts of ours which were the direct outconle of 
thoughts suggested I)!, contact with some o n e ?  Cid we ever have a short 
talk even with a stranger without feeling somellow the better or the worse 
for i t ?  When i t  is realized through ancl through, so as to became part of 
our lives, that out personal purity of thought, word, and deed exerts its 
greater or tninor influeuce upon others, will it not be an additional incen- 
tive to X k h f  Doing, Xzjyhl 2jiinki~zg, and XliJlt Sjeech r' 

\Ve are gratified to announce that the effort of the General Secretary 
to form a systematized scherne for the distribution of the literature of the 
Society has met with rapid and marked success. It is curious to note that 
some of the earliest offers of help were from outsiders. Our  Society JIaga- 
zines are largely supported by non-Theosophists (at least such in name and 
in the fact of their not being members of' the 7'. S.), but this has an obvious 
explanation ; for one subscription will do for a group uf Theosophists, 
while outsiders are so scattered that each must have the magazine for 
himself. But why should individual offers of help not come from all 
Theosophists? Surely there is no one so busy or so poor that lle ma? not 
t ~ k e  part in the present effort. Theosophists should see to it that they 
deserve the name. 

\Ye ttiank those who since our last paper have offered personal aid, 
and hope their example may be followed bj. nlany others. G. H I J ~ .  
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MR. BERTIIAM KEIGHTLEY'S TOUR.  

Our January notice of Bro. Keightley's visits to  the Branches ancl mem- 
bers was incomplete o ~ ~ i n g  to meagre information. W e  can now give more  
details. 

OMAHA, Neb. was reached Dec. 12 ,  when an address was given to the 
Brancli on T / l e o s o ~ / ~ i c  W o r k  n n r i  J l z ~ t y ;  Dec. 13, there was a public lecture 
on T h e  7: S. cftztZ U ? z i v ~ ~ r s ( z l  1, 'rofhcrhoori to a good audience ; Llec. 14, 
another pulllic lecture on  Theosoj~h!. ; Uec. I j, a very large audience listened 
to an ailtlt'ess on /\'ei~zcrzriznfic?lz. 

C,r:xxr) I S I ~ A Y D ,  Sel l . ,  gave him 71 gootl receptiorl, ~ ~ i t h  Ijro. 11. J. Gahan 
a s  usual the leatler. 011 I1t.c. 17th tllel-e \\-as n l,ul;lic 1cctu1-e i l l  JIasonic Hall 
on 7'/cL.nsojhjl tr~ztl' f/lL, 7: S. to a l a ~ - ~ - e  autlience. 

SAN E-I:~\NCISCO came n e t  or1 1)ec. 29th, \\-here in tlie :ilterno:)n a :,roo(l 
autlience listened to all acl(1ress on l i z i ; ~ c ~ ~ - s t r l  /,'/.ilf/~crhoail,. ant1 agair; on 
Dec. 3Ist  these was a lecture upon 7iielo.~r1$/~y r z t z t l  t h e  I<;r,z~~iil)t ,~s (If^ fht? 7: 
S.; Jaliu:*ry rst, 1S90, was clevoteti to important private conferences ; 
January 5th, allout 3;o persons attended, fully filling the hall, to listen to an 
esposition of I'i'eincrzr~znfio7z nlzrZ K;zr i~zn ,  and again on January 7th the 
T / ~ e o s c ~ j / ~ i c n l  Cb?zcej t ic~n o f  I<vo l t r f io z .  On  this sul~ject Bro. Keightley is 
well qualifietl to speak, having assisted H. P. Blavatslcy with the proofs of the 
S e c r e t  I ) L ~ c f v i n e .  011 January 8th there was a semi-public conference upon 
Theosc7flhy a n d  ilfitrz,bJ~ysizizb HeLzlitzc<r,. January ,gth, IOO ladies gathered a t  
the Palace Hotel to listen to a n  address on T/~eoso$/zy .  

OAKLAND, CALIF. December 29th, there was a public lecture in tlie 
evening by I3ro. Keightley on U7zi71ersnZ B ~ o t / ~ c r h n t ~ c i , .  and on January 2cl a 
meeting of Az/ro9prt T. IS. was held. T h e  w o r k  of  t h e  T. S. in Calzyortzin 
was expounded ; January 8th, Oakland was visited again, and an audience of 
about zoo assembled to listen to an  address on T h e o s o f l h y  and  t h e  1;outzrL'ers 
o f  t h e  T. S; on January 4 private conferences took place. 

January 9th was devoted to a lecture on T h e  T i w e e  Strzges of 
t h e  T / ~ e o o s # l ~ i s t ' s  G r o w t h .  

Several private and interesting meetings were held in San Francisco ant1 
Oakland, and the members report that the visit there of Bro. Keightley has 
clone them much good. 

T h e  program given us by Bro. Keightley for the lower coast of California 
is a s  follows : San Jose' on 10th January, with lectures there and near  by in 
afternoon and evening ; from there to Santa  Cruz for two lec tures ;  then 
Stockton and Los Angeles ; then back to San Francisco, working east  from 
there. I n  all places visited conferences will be held with the ~nenlbers  and 
plans for future work discussed. 

Letters have been receivetl from Baltimore looking forward to public 
atldresses there by either Uro. Keightley o r  some one else. 



THEOSOI'HI(1AL ACTIVITIES. 

At San Francisco Uro. Keightlep \\.as the guest of Dr .  J. A. Anderson. 
The  ne\vspapers of San Francisco and Oakland gave full and fair reports 

of his lectures. and thus sho\\.ed that the subject of theosophy is of import- 
ance  on this coast. 

One result of his visit to San l.'rancisco is the formation of a definite 
" plan of campaign ", so to speak, looking to\vartls making the large cities 
of the coast centres St-om \ ~ h i c h  shall emanate a steady stream of tlieosol>hic 
energ-!.. \\-ork, ant1 influence. 

'The press all througli the district to 1)e covereci 1)y 13r0, I<eigl~tley is 
gi\.ing ample notice in advance of liis coming, as \yell a s  inserting various 
tl)eosophical items. 

E\.eryone interested in the movelnent here feeis that this visit has clone 
a great deal of good, tentling to cement the earnest  ones in closer union, ant1 
making all feel that there has been a tfieosophical revival. 

ALLEN GKIFFI'THS, 
Sec. Corn. of Arrangements.  

KIKVIZNA, T. S., Grsnd 151,111(1, Neb.,  a t  its regular meeting on Janua rp  
j th,  electetl as 1'1-esitlent JIr. L 11, I'roper, and a s  Secretary XIr. Katlian 
P l ~ t t .  'Tiie L1rC3llch meets each Sunday aiternoon, an original article 15 reall, 
arlcl the rest of  the tlnle 15 tal\en u p  1 ~ 1 t h  reading ant1 cliscussl~lg Tlieo- 
sol)l~~c'l l  sut?iects. 1 I u c h  intel-est i3  manitestecl by tlie outside \vorlcl. and 
many cli~estiuns are  lx-ol)o~ndecl tlierefrorn. 

AS heretofore the March PATH will contain a full list of Branches in the 
U. S. with atltlress of President or Secretary. 

T H E  portrait of Madame I3lavatsl<y published in this month's PATH is 
from a recent photograph. Arrangenlents have been made by which copies 
upon card-boartl call be furnished by the PATH for 2 5  cts. each. 

CHICAGO T. S. has elected a s  President Mr. Stanley B. SexLon, and a s  
Secretary Miss Gertrucle A. Piper, 34 Walton Place. 

Bro. Bertram I<eightley spent several days in Chicago on his way to the 
Pacific Coast. He  adclressed several gatherings of theosophists and spoke a t  
some length a t  a regular meeting of the Chicago Branch in Central Music 
Hall. On his return in  February  he expects to make a stay of several ~ v e e k s  
in Chicago, and arrangements have been made for him to deliver a series of 
acldresses in that city and vicinity. 

R A M  IYANA T. S., Chicago, has elected a s  President Dr.  Wm. P. Phelon, 
ancl a s  Secretary, Mr. Ed~v in  J. Blood, 463 S. Leavitt St. 

POINT LOMA T. S., San Diego, Cal., requests us to notice a change of 
officers <~ncl the fact that it meets each Suntlay a t  4 P.M. in room 7, KO. 643 
6th St. 'The new officers are  : Dr. J. F. S. Gray, Prest ; 1Zrs. A. J. Patterson, 
Secy ; Dr. Tllos. Docking, Treas.  



360 THE PATH. [Feb., I 890.1 

T H E  TRACT-MAILING SCHEME.-NO fewer than 66 persons have given 
to the General Secretary their kind co-operation in this Scheme, and the 
number of tracts furnished by the printer in the last two years now reaches 
S3.000. One marked result in the office has been a largely increasetl number 
ot orders for documents ancl of requests for information about the Theo- 
sophical Society. This illustrates the great value of the Scheme in conveying 
truth and arousing interest. The  total contributions in money halve been 
$~oS.zg,  and the General Secretary has furnished to friends offering time 
supplies of tracts a n d  erlvelopes a m ~ u : l t i n g  to $95.22, thus leaving but $12 07 
in the fund. H e  sincerely hopes that those \\rho have covered the towns 
assigned thenl/and can afford others \2-ill apply for a new district, and that 
those who cannot undertake adclressing, but can contrihute means, \vill re- 
plenish the now almost exhausted fund. 'This may be jus tb  consiclered the great 
Theosophical era  for the so\ving of seed, ant1 they are  incleecl fortunate who 
feel the impulse to scatter it lavishly ancl continuou\ly. 'The Tract-;lIailing 
Scheme shoultl never die out, but should 1)e a permanent tlepartment of the 
General Secretary's work,- as  it may be if each Theosophist .~icls to make ~t 

possible. 

The  PATH is empowered to offer for sale the follo\ving numbers of Lzt~.zycr 
a t  4octs. each, postpaid. Feb. '88 ( I ) ;  Mar. '89 ( I ) ;  May '89, ( I ) ;  June, '89 
(11 ) ;  July, '89 (8); Nov. '89 ( I ) ;  Dec. '89 (4). 

F O U N D E R S '  PORTRAITS.  

W e  are  requested to state that the manager of the Theosophist offers as  
a free gift t o  every subscriber to the current volume of that magazine a life-like 
portrait-group of  H. P. Rlavatsky a n d  H. S. Olcott, done in unfading tints 
by the JIonochrome Co. o f  London .  Each  one's autograph is written 

under his o r  her portrait. 
Annual  subscription $ 5 .  Vol. XI, Oct., I 889, to Sept., 1890. Apply 

t o  the Publisher of the PATH, who will for\vard the order but  cannot yet 

supply the picture. 

NOTICE. 

T h e  PATH office a n d  the Theosophical Headquarters have been 
re~noved from 2 I Pdrl; Row to I 3 2  Nassau Street, Room 25,  New Uork. 
Th i s  was necessitated by growing business, as  well as byethe unhealthiness 
o f  the former roomi, and  the G x e r a l  S~cre ta ry  hopes nonr to  welcome 
visiting Brethren to a more seemly, spzcious, and cornfortable Headquarters. 

The silver thread that runs through all men's lives is the mysterious 
power of meditation.- Tibetan Versr. 

OM. 


